
 

English curriculum – learning “in” English (Keio University, Faculty of Economics) 
Contents-based Curriculum  
We offer “English seminars”, in which students learn English while 
studying a topic chosen by the instructor. By taking English Seminars on 
different topics, students are exposed to a broad range of views and 
perspectives, and are able to cultivate their analytical skills. At the same 
time, they are able to develop the four English language skills of writing, 
speaking, reading and listening. 

 
Understanding English as English, without Relying on 
Translation 
Our aim is to teach students English skills required to gain and share 
knowledge within their chosen academic field. In particular, we place 
special emphasis on the activities in which students use English to 
understand and share information without translating the message into 
Japanese. 

 
Class Projects to Foster Logical Thinking, Processing 
Information, and Self-expression 
In most of the English classes, students write a paper or give a 
presentation on a topic of their choosing which is compatible with the 
overall theme of the class.  They conduct research, write a project report, 
and/or give individual/group presentations. Through these projects, 
students are able to acquire the abilities of narrowing down the research 
topic, forming an argument, gathering and organizing data, and 
presenting the results.  This process is more than just “learning English:” 
it is also training in academic skills.  Each class is limited to 20 to 30 
students to accomplish this educational goal. 

 

  
 
 
 

English Classes that Only University Professors Can Teach  
Some advantages of the English curriculum of the Faculty of Economics are: 
 

・Training in practical academic English by offering foreign language liberal 
arts curriculum 
・Utilization of the instructors’ knowledge and experience: many of o ers in 
various fields, such as Media Study, History, Linguistics, Sociology, L

 

 

Study Skills 
 
（Compulsory, standardized 
class for incoming students）

English seminar/ 
English reading 
 
（electives） 

We provide intensive training for students in the three fundamental skills oｆ

college academic English. Classes are as a rule taught in English. 
◆Writing  
Students learn to write English paragraphs to present their ideas logically, and 
then go on to write short multi-paragraph essays.  
◆Reading 
Students learn to grasp the main idea and logical structure of a written 
passage, i.e. “reading for research”.  They learn to write the outline of the 
reading materials in their own words using paraphrasing techniques.  
◆Presentation 
Students receive basic training in public speaking: delivery techniques, logical 
structure, and developing effective visual aids. 

English Seminars 
Using English, students read materials, give presentations, and write essays 
on topics related to the main theme of the class. They further develop the skills 
that they learned in Study Skills and acquire the abilities of thinking logically, 
giving presentations, participating and leading class discussions/debates, and 
writing essays.  We offer the following three levels of English Seminars for 
students, to encourage students to improve their skills at their own pace. 
• 

• 

• 

Intermediate: The skills taught in “Study Skills” are reviewed and 
developed. 
Upper Intermediate: Similar to the Intermediate class, but the materials
used are of a higher level in terms of both quality and quantity, and there is 
more of an emphasis on classroom discussion. 
Advanced: Equivalent to introductory university courses in 
English-speaking countries. Courses utilize many textbooks that are
published overseas. 

 
Examples of topics: "The history of modern science”, "The sociology of the 
family", "Ethnic minorities in Japanese society", "Business strategy of nonprofit 
organizations", and "Higher education in the United States ". 
 
English Reading 
In theses classes, reading skills are combined with at least one of the following 
skills: writing, discussion and presentation. 

Students in Economics are to have 
basic training in public speaking and 
writing in their Study Skills class.  
For that reason, it is possible to give 
lectures emphasizing content in 
the ”Seminars” and “Reading” 
 courses which also serve as part of the 

ur full-time staff are successful research
iterature, and Area Studies. 


